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substitute for Gidwani, I wired. But I had no desire that you
should be influenced in any way by the wire because it was from
me. If I was well and could acquaint myself with all the details,
I should certainly have given my advice and opinion as to the
selection, but for the present beyond interesting myself in the few
things in which I must, I really do not want to tax my energy.
With reference to the salary the position was this. Panikkar
was in the Swarajya office at Rs. 700/- per month, but as the paper
is not self-supporting, it has not been able to pay him a few
months' salary. He left it because he could not hit it off with
Mr. Srinivasa lyengar. He has to discharge a debt of Rs. 900 in
Madras. He needs Rs. 300 per month. I therefore thought that
if he was paid Rs. 900 in advance, he could discharge the debt
and proceed to Amritsar. He would still want his expenses [to
be met] at Amritsar. For this Rs. 100 monthly should be paid
to him by way of loan. At the end of 3 months' service, therefore,
he will be owing to the Congress Rs. 300. This may again be
deducted from his salary at the rate of Rs. 100 per month. That
means that he has to serve for 6 months in order to discharge the
loan he would be receiving. I am now perturbed because I gather
from your letter that he may not be wanted for that length of
time. I would not like to be the instrument of useless expense to
the Congress. I propose, therefore, to place the whole situation
before Panikkar, and he will probably agree that if his services are
dispensed with before 6 months, he should be liable for the un-
paid balance of the loan. He is not here at the present moment,
or I should have sent you a more decisive letter.
I do not feel that you would want me, if it was possible, to
cancel the engagement with Panikkar and am therefore letting
it stand and sending him to Amritsar tomorrow. In accordance
with your latest telegram, he will be going direct to Amritsar.
Please authorize the Treasurer to reimburse to me the amount
that I shall be paying Panikkar.
Indeed, if I was minded to influence you, I should ask you to
reconsider the question of each appointment for two reasons:
(1)   Should the Congress spend money on non-Congress work?
(2)  What should be the maximum the Congress should pay its
servants ?
So much for business. My wound is completely healed, but
the affected part is yet tender and requires care and attention.
The seaside convalescence is likely to suit me. I propose, if all
goes well, to stop here for 3 months. During the time I shall be
doing as much writing work as I can and conferring with the